Teacher Appreciation Campaign 2009
Monday, November 2nd – Monday, November 30th
Dear Parents,

I am pleased to announce the kick-off of the Parent Council's Annual Teacher Appreciation Campaign for 2009!  For those of you that are new to the Clifton School or families that just need a helpful reminder, here is everything you need to know about the campaign.

Why We Do This:
To formally thank the teachers and staff at the Clifton School for their tireless work and dedication to the daily well-being of our children.  Rather than put parents in a situation where each class is trying to collect money for holiday gifts for the teachers, the Parent Council supports this fund drive so that teachers can be equitably presented with a generous monetary bonus during the holiday season.  The Teacher Appreciation Campaign includes not only our full-time teachers but also the part-time teachers and additional kitchen staff and security.  

How it Works:

For a four week period between November 2nd and Monday, November 30th we will be soliciting Clifton Families for contributions through mail, email, letters in your children's folders and any other way we can think to get your attention.  We ask that you please give generously.  When all the money is collected, we will apply a previously established formula to determine the gifts for each teacher.  Basically everyone gets a small base amount and then more money is given for each additional year of service.

How Much Should You Give?

Well of course that is up to you and your family to determine based on your personal situation.  However, here are some factors to consider:

· If you had an in-home childcare provider instead of the Clifton School, you would likely be giving them an additional one week's pay.  An average week's tuition for one child at the Clifton School is about $230.
· The annual cost of living raise for teachers and staff was delayed this year due to the struggling and economy and decision to freeze tuition increases.  I am sure this year's Gift will be more welcomed than ever.
· If you have two children at the Clifton School that means you may want to show your appreciation for twice as many teachers and staff members… you do the math.
· Your donation is tax deductible!!!!

100% Participation:

Beyond giving our teachers and staff generous monetary gifts, the other most meaningful way we can show that all of the families at the Clifton School appreciate what they do everyday is to tell them we had 100% participation in the campaign.  So even if times are very tight financially for your family, please know that we will happily accept any size donation.

How Do You Give?

There will be a large display in the entrance of each campus along with a box where you can place your donation card and cash or check donation.  Please make sure you fill out a donation card so we know who to thank for the contribution and we can give you the appropriate receipt for tax purposes.  This year, we will also be taking donations online via PayPal where you can use a credit card.  This is for all of those parents like me that never, ever carry cash or a checkbook and are a frazzled mess during most pick-ups and drop-offs.  More information will come on this option.
Thank you in advance for your support of this important Campaign!

Warm Regards,

Rose Herring

Campaign Chair






