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Parent Council Meeting 

Clairmont Campus, Noon

September 16, 2009

Officers 

Co-Presidents: Donna Ramaswamy (Clifton): parent.council.clifton@gmail.com, Calinda Lee (Clifton): calinda.lee@emory.edu, Pam Eidson (Clairmont): pam.eidson@gmail.com
Secretary:  Rachel Ciccarone: rciccarone@cdc.gov, Treasurer: Brooke Kamke: bnewpor@emory.edu
 

 

1. Book Fair Report (Shelly Hart)
· High turnout at Barnes & Noble at Edgewood. We won’t know the total for a few weeks since we were able to let people nationwide use the voucher.
· Give feedback if you had trouble using the voucher.

· Expected to get the highest bracket back for giftcards for the teachers. Once we know the total, they will decide how to split them up.
· If we spent >$2000, the school gets 20-25% in gift cards 

· Big thanks to Pat (Clifton Co-Chair) and Swan, our B&N rep
· Bring books you purchased to school and present to your classroom. Stickers are available
· Feedback for future book fair events is invited.

2. Treasurer

· Thanks to Dave Boles (treasurer) and Pat Tatro (book fair; active room rep). New Treasurer is Brooke Kamke. 
3. Administration (Laura VandeWiele)

· Clairmont site has been dealing with flu and flu-like symptoms. (Beth is out of town, so no update on Clifton). There have been cases in every classroom (student, teacher or parent) of flu- like symptoms.

· Two teachers have had confirmed cases at Clairmont.
· Teachers: the one that was out over Labor Day is fine. The other one is still in the hospital.

· Parents are concerned. Administration is continuing to push handwashing, and monitor for fever.

· One young child with asthma (daily nebulizer) contracted it, but is ok. Adults seem to be harder hit.

· Keeping your child home may not be a way to avoid it, as it’s in the community and public schools as well. 

· Excellent webcast by CDC last week, which provided good information.

· CDC has issued their daycare guidance, as of Sept. 4.

· Approximately 90% of kids are coming in to Clairmont.

· Emory healthcare will provide flu shots to teachers next week (week of Sept 21). About half the staff are willing to get a flu shot. Please encourage your teachers to get vaccinated.
· Oct 12 is staff work day. Possibility of doing flu education for teachers that day.

· Lots of trouble with pickup at Clairmont lately. Lots of kids being left over 10 hours, and parents not following procedure for sign in sheets. Also kids that are there past 6:30pm.

· Do not hold the door for anyone, or at least ask if they are a parent. We had some bikers come in and want to use the bathroom that were not parents. 

4. Last month follow-up

· August 19, 2009 meeting minutes posted to Parent Council Website. Includes points raised on discussions of new ideas such as support groups, educational sessions, after-school programs, grocery story cards, and curriculum. 

· Volunteer needs are listed at the bottom of these notes.

5. Harvest Festival (Sascha Chaney)

· Octoboofest 

· Saturday, October 24, 10am-1pm 

· Festival will be held at Clairmont Campus in the parking lot. You park in the deck. 

· Mini fundraiser for parent council to pay for expenses like mailings 

· Tickets sold at each booth/activity 

· T-shirts sales at festival
· Room reps are organizing activities

· Need a harvest fest Clairmont Rep

· $7 for 10 tickets in advance (there was discussion around changing this to $10 for 13 tickets to avoid need to make change.)
· Each ticket worth $1 so keep that in mind when pricing your booths.

· Photo booth – very popular in the past.

· Costume contest by village. Includes parents and staff. Get prizes, so need someone to coordinate.

· Julie will play for an hour -11am-noon. When planning activity, think about whether it can go on while music is happening.

· Food: pre-sell tickets for food so we could pre-order food such as box lunches. Push ahead of time so if you don’t buy tickets you won’t get lunch. 

· Laura will check to see if we can use the Emory deck as a rain location.
· Consider providing hand sanitizer at each booth to prevent spreading germs.
6. Other Updates
· Teacher appreciation committee will start meeting next month to discuss end of year campaign.
· Auction committee volunteers are discussing when to hold the next auction.

· Nutrition committee has a meeting this afternoon to prepare for the 1st committee meeting.

· Teacher Council – potential for parent/teacher liaisons to each other’s committee

· Desperately need leadership and volunteers for Safety, Sunshine, and IT committee.
· If you’re already on these committees, please consider being the leader.

7. Ongoing fundraisers
One cause: Online purchases earn contributions to the school. Go to: http://www.onecause.com and pick The Clifton School and start shopping!       

Clifton School branded items (http://www.yourofficialgear.com/stores/cliftonschool30030/
8. Volunteer needs
· Octoboofest Harvest Festival – (1) Clairmont coordinator. (2) Room reps will need help with events for the festival.
· Organize library, fix books, create list of replacements—a great parent-child project; Sign up: email parent.council.clifton@gmail.com 

· Help teachers better use the internet for their teachings (how to use google, shutterfly, using pictures): Signup email parent.council.clifton@gmail.com
       

Next meeting: Wednesday October 21st at Noon, Clifton Campus.
Officers
Co-Presidents: Donna Ramaswamy (Clifton): parent.council.clifton@gmail.com, Pam Eidson (Clairmont): pam.eidson@gmail.com, Calinda Lee (Clifton):  calinda.lee@emory.edu.  Secretary:  Rachel Ciccarone: rciccarone@cdc.gov, Treasurer: Brooke Kamke bnewpor@emory.edu

