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Parent Council Meeting
Clifton Campus, Noon, October 21, 2009
Octoboofest (Sascha Chaney: zpo7@cdc.gov)
· Saturday, October 24, 10am-1pm Clairmont Campus in the parking lot. 
· Park in the Emory Clairmont Deck
· Tickets sold on the day of event  (Fun Pack 12 ticket for $10 or  $1/ticket) 

· Costume parade at 10:30 and Music with Ms. Julie at 11:00. We ask people contribute tickets to be in the parade. There will be a prize for everyone who enters.
· Food: pizza by Mario’s ($2 a slice – variety of options – cheese, pepperoni, veggie; checking into cheese less pizza) and al a carte items available for purchase.
· We need donations for the al la carte table. Snack items. To complement pizza. Doesn’t have to be homemade. 
· Water and juice available for purchase
· Healthy snacks are great for al la carte table. 
· Rain Location: Inside Clairmont School
· There will be a map of the activities. 
· Volunteers Needed! Email Sascha/Donna
Set up 9-10am (tables, chairs, signs, etc.)
Ticket sales 10-1pm (anticipate large demand right at 10)
Food sales 11am-1pm (pizza table staffed by Mario’s, but need help with al la carte table)
Clean up 1-2pm (collecting tables, chairs, putting things back into school)
· Nutrition Committee (Chinmayee Barve)
· Nutrition Survey Results and Menu Changes
· Over the summer- conducted a nutrition survey. Mostly around end of June, beginning of July. High participation rate – about 50%. Shows lots of interest.

· One question – parents satisfied with the current menu? Clairmont – 65% yes, Clifton - 53% yes. Not sure why there is a difference. 
· Asked about changes over the past year – how satisfied? Clearly very supportive of changes, and pleased with changes. 73% said satisfied with whole grain product substitution, 77% satisfied adding yogurt as a snack. 

· How satisfied with removal of some things – trans fats, high fructose corn syrup? About half satisfied with these changes. 47% very satisfied with removal of high fructose corn syrup.

· What priorities we should have going forward? Support for additional changes? Clear support for fresh fruits – almost everyone. About 75% wanted to see more fresh or frozen veggies. Veggies as snacks – 63% supported. Continuing to increase whole grain offerings – showed lots of support (~60%). 

· Adding more vegetarian entrees to regular menu - ~70% support. What options came up frequently in comments – beans as a source of protein. 

· One of the parents brought lentils for people to try. Very economical.
· One thing the school is struggling with – how much variety and repetition. Asked if more repetition, but more healthy food, or the opposite. Parents prefer more repetition, but more healthy foods. 

· We could explore how frequently to repeat. Parents ok with some repetition as long as it’s healthy.

· What items would you like to see removed? Tops items: high sugar foods, canned fruit, ground beef, juice.

· What foods would you like to see added? Fresh fruits and veggies, beans, other alternative sources of proteins, whole grains. Some support for organic food and milk.

· Want to see nutrition committee advocate for healthy well balanced diets. Less mainstream options should be explored. Want nutrition committee to get more feedback on what kids are eating on a daily basis (all of the meal? Only certain parts of the meal?)

· Lots of support for the work already being done by nutrition committee. 

· Would parents be willing to pay a supplement to see improved nutrition? 81% said yes.

· Parents want to explore other options within current budget first, then look at charging more. That’s why beans explored first.

· Last week – nutrition committee meeting. Looked over results. Will come up with an action plan of priorities to bring to administration. 4 action plan points: 

· Have the summary of results available to parents. Will give updates on changes every 3-4 months.

· Investigate supplier options to have more fruit and veggies, whole grains, beans, and Organic milk.

· Increase numbers of recipes (lentils and rice).
· Increase nutrition education of children, and role of teachers in supporting healthy environment.

· Will be posting results of the survey on the parent council website. Will also be available via summary for the next newsletter.
· Teacher Appreciation Campaign (Rose Herring; rosalie_andrade@merck.com)
· We raise money to give bonuses to the teachers equitably (not equally). Is a good way to recognize kitchen staff, part time staff, etc.

· Base amount – with additional amount for years of service.

· Very important for this year because of economy being down.

· Some changes for this year: In the past, you could contribute via checks or cash only. We will open a PayPal account as a non profit so people can pay online. The parent council would pay a small fee per donation. Any concerns with this?

· Just make sure to let people know about the small fee, even though it does not come out of their donation.

· This will make it easier to remind people via e-mail, and include the link to PayPal. 

· Contest between classes – not amount raised, but percent participation. Would be a morale booster to the teachers to hear the class had 100% participation.

· NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

· Will bring information to the next meeting as to range of bonuses given in the past. This is important information to have when people are deciding how much to give. 

· Last year there was a specific recommendation for a donation amount. Will we do that this year? Not sure. Will probably give a recommended amount, but will take into account the economy.

· Consider not telling what bases have been in the past because we don’t want to set expectations for teachers. Can we give an average amount given per child last year? Then there is a target to meet.

· Dates: Like to start November 2 and run 5-6 weeks. End date of 1st to 2nd week of December, then we can extend if we need to. Would like to get checks out before the end of the year so teachers have the money to use for holidays.

· No date for the teacher breakfast yet. Usually 2nd week of December. 
· Book Fair Report: $1900 in store gift cards to go back to the school! Thanks again to Shelly Hart and Pat Tatro
· Shelly is in the process of distributing the money back to the school. Not sure how it will be divided. 
· Thank you to everyone that bought books!!
· Recycling (Susan Stephenson)
· Similar to One Cause. We send in ink cartridges and get money back. They give you the box and the shipping label (free), so it’s no cost to us. Will have a central collection point. Andrea’s office at Clifton, but need a location for Clairmont. Perhaps copy room near infant village?
· Clifton classrooms are already recycling. They can collect mixed paper in the class, as well as in the village: aluminum and plastic at end of hallway. Cardboard – no good collection point. A lot gets thrown away. We want to find a way to recycle milk cartons. Emory will only pick up recycling at Clifton once a week. Clairmont has pickup more often. Can CDC help with recycling on Clifton campus?
· Can we look into a sustainability grant to get the large container to do more recycling at Clifton?
· Teachers are always looking for glass jars, so please save them and give them to your teachers.
· Administration (Beth Webb-Woods)
· Flu
· We have not been too hard hit, but we don’t know for sure how many people have H1N1. Major cleaning day on October 12th. School has been working very hard on sanitizing and disinfecting.
· Our teachers got seasonal flu shots at the school. Hoping to get H1N1. 
· HHS and PBS working with Sid the Science kid to do an episode on flu, so can we show this to the kids? A parent will check into this.
· Accreditation
· There is an update in Cliff Notes this month. Both sites on NAEYC accreditation cycle. November visit to Clairmont. They call and tell you they are coming within 2 weeks. 
· Clifton – we were able to pick up the accreditation process where we were before. Could get a visit before the end of the year as well. Talked a lot with Board. Mixed feelings re: NAEYC accreditation. Looking at other options. Wanted to go ahead and get the NAEYC accreditation for now – lasts for 5 years, so we can look for other options during that time. 

· Can parents get access to the documents that address what actions were taken to remedy the situation that lead to loosing the accreditation? Administration says: the reason we lost it was roughly handling a child, so there wasn’t really anything to remedy. The teacher was terminated. Administration is trying to tune into teacher needs better and be more observant in the classrooms.

· You can go to the NAEYC website to see reports from past visits.

· From a parent: According to a former NAEYC board member, they look more at the administration actions to prevent it happening in the future. Is there a way to find out what is happening with the administration here?
· There will be a follow up meeting with administration for interested parents. 
· Volunteer needs: Remember we ask parents to volunteer for just ONE parent council committee or event. Sign up: email parent.council.clifton@gmail.com 
· Organize library, fix books, create list of replacements—a great parent-child project!
· Help teachers be more computer-savvy.

· Desperately need leadership and volunteers for Safety, Sunshine, and IT Green Team. If you’re already on these committees, please consider being the leader. 

· Ongoing fundraisers 

· One cause: Online purchases earn contributions to the school. http://www.onecause.com 

· Clifton School branded items http://www.yourofficialgear.com/stores/cliftonschool30030/
Next meeting: Wednesday November 18th at Noon, Clairmont Campus. 
